PAGE  
4

                        DESERT        by Vartan Arustamov

CLOSE UP OF A FACE

No details seen behind it. Just a face of a young GUY. Dispassionate and indifferent. The only think he's doing - blinking from time to time. 

ext. city street - day

Shop window of a luxurious brand. DUMMIES frozen in stupid poses. 

SLOW MOTION:

People passing by the shop, everyone is engaged in his own business. Most are talking to a cell or writing SMS. Rare passer-by is looking straight.   

CLOSE UP OF A FACE

Same GUY's face. But it has signs of tiredness now. Something worries him.

cut to:

Montage - TV screen images. Commercials cutting to news.

Hand

opens soda can covered with drops of water.

EXT. industrial storehouses

Storehouses on fire. Puffs of smoke rise to the sky.

Smile

showing shining white teeth.

ext. somewhere in africa

Children with swollen bellies sitting on ground. 

lips

blowing up a bubble gum.
ext. afghanistan desert

Military truck driving a road at a high speed. Suddenly it explodes as terrorists activate a radio-controlled bomb.

int. office

Grinning manager shake hands with a couple, congratulating them on signing a deal.

ext. shop window

Plastic DUMMIES frozen in stupid poses.

INT. PALACe

Grinning ministers shake hands, looking to cameras.

woman

licks an ice-cream.

WOMAN

licks a penis.

EXT. SHOP WINDOW

Same DUMMIES.

bottle of beer

covered with drops of water, spins around to show it's label. 

EXT. FIELD

Tornado moving to camera.

CLOSE UP OF A FACE

Face is lined with beads of sweat.

GUY squeezes his face, shake it, mumbles. He lowers his head and screams.

INT. bathroom - day

Naked GUY stands in a bathroom. He reaches out his hand for tap slowly like he wishes to open it, but still doubts about it.
CLOSE UP OF A FACE

distorted by stress.

INT. BATHROOM - moments LATER

GUY is decided now, he quickly reaches his hand for tap and opens it. The sound of running water smoothly turns into noise of radio interferences.

CLOSE UP OF A FACE

GUY's making a painful face, hands covering his ears. He definitely doesn't like this sound.

Cut to:

TV screen images.

EXT. somewhere in middle east

A MAN is running across the wall. We can see holes from bullets bursting the wall. There are just some inches behind MAN's back, the shooter is trying to hit him, yet with no success.

apple

is spinning slowly on a platform. It's shinning, covered with wax.

EXT. MIDDLE EAST - moments later

A running MAN stumbles as few shots hit him, he screams, but keeps on running. Some shots hit him again, this time he falls.

APPLE

is turning, opening to us it's opposite side: musty and rotting.

EXT. MIDDLE EAST

A marine mans a heavy machine gun set on a tripod. He fires like a madman.
INT. BATHROOM - LATER

A bath is filled with water. Electromagnetic interference is projected on the water like it's a TV screen. 

GUY steps into bath, sits. Only head and knees stick out the water. GUY draws the curtain.

TV images are projected on the curtain. Same commercials and news we've seen before, only cut in different way.

Projector-curtain falls.

Bath is empty! No GUY, no water. Only a handful of smoking ashes. 

ext. desert - noon

Naked GUY steps into frame. He looks around, having no clue where he found himself. GUY steps and stops, still looking around. 

ext. desert - later

GUY is sitting on the ground, despaired, his head drooped down. He fingers the sand.

EXT. DESERT - LATER

GUY runs through desert, he stumbles and falls prostrate on the sand. 

EXT. DESERT - LATER

GUY walks. He calmed down now, as if realized there is now way to get out of here. He just walks. Nowhere.

A flash of light behind GUY.

He stops and looks back.

There is a naked GIRL not far from him. She looks around surprised to appear here, catches GUY's stare.

GUY turns around and continues his way.

GIRL looks around again, still surprised, then hurries to follow GUY.
EXT. DESERT - LATER

GUY and GIRL few steps behind him make their way along the desert. 

They walk up a hill. GUY stops at the peak.

He sees plastic DUMMIES down the hill. Some of them are grouped, some stand alone, way off.

GUY turns around and sees DUMMY in place of GIRL. 

POV:

GUY drops a glance at his right hand. It's lifeless plastic hand of DUMMY. GUY turns his head to the left and sees plastic hand laying on the sand.

CLOSE UP OF A FACE

GUY's face through a fader turns into DUMMY's face. Plastic and featureless.

the end

